
 

FROM THE EDITOR 
Welcome to the Summer Newsletter! Now that we often place information on the gunnersburyfriends.org 

website the Committee has agreed that we should have two Newsletters a year which we intend to be at 

least six pages rather than four pages long. Our Committee members monitor what is going on at 

Gunnersbury and keep the Editor updated, while the visitgunnersbury.org website and chats with staff offer 

additional information to share. 
 

FRIENDS' AGM, 10am – 12 noon, Saturday 23 September 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held in person for the first time for several years on 23 September - 
we do hope as many members as possible will join us! We have invited Howard Simmons, former chair of 

the Gunnersbury Development Trust and a current trustee, to provide an update of the Trust's recent 

work after the short business meeting. The venue will be the Old Actonians Club in Popes Lane opposite 

the main gate of the Park. Tea and coffee will be on sale in the Club bar before the meeting. Papers for the 

AGM will be sent out to members nearer the date. 
 

THE HUMANITARIAN AID MEMORIAL 
A steering committee was established in 2015 to create a memorial to recognise and remember not only 
those who have died trying to help people in need, but also all those inspired by humanitarian ideals who 

continue to work hard and make personal sacrifices to help others around the world. The search for a 

suitable site for the memorial has taken some time; it needs an appropriate setting, which would allow for 

quiet contemplation and for an annual commemoration event on World Humanitarian Day, 17 August.  

   It was rejected by Kenwood in 2019 on the grounds that it was an inappropriate intervention in the 

Capability Brown landscape, while a Manchester location was being considered in 2022. Now a site at 

Gunnersbury has been suggested, south of the Round Pond and at the west end of the Large Mansion. 

   Having raised £400,000, 

with the help of the Con-

temporary Art Society they 

selected Michael Landy. His 

design comprises a circle of 

15 human-scale figures in 

groups of five, with three 

spaces between to allow 

visitors to ‘complete the 

circle’. Inside the circle, 

humanitarian stories and 

images are displayed on the 

figures, to tell the story of 

humanitarian aid work for 
audiences young and old.   

 

 

   The Friends committee members have discussed the proposal in detail. They expressed concerns about 

the appropriateness of the design, which does not appear weighty enough for the work it commemorates, 

the location and the risk of vandalism to the painted surface. Images of the work shown at a briefing on 24 

June included text panels on the figures which appeared hard to read. The proposed location near one of 

the busiest routes through the park hardly allows for 'quiet contemplation' which also causes concern. The 

site became parkland in the 1740s when the then owner, Henry Furnese MP, with his friend William Kent  



also created the Temple and 

Round Pond. This raises a 

similar issue of sensitivity to the 

case of the Capability Brown 

landscape at Kenwood. 

   The concept of a memorial is 

valuable, but after the recent 

regeneration of Gunnersbury's 

landscape, based upon careful 

historical research, this seems 

to be an odd intervention. It is 

certainly a very large park with 
 

 

potential for adding new features. The question is whether this sculpture 

and the proposed location are appropriate.  

   Full details can be found at https://tinyurl.com/2yewdj9p including two 

short films from steering committee members, one of whom claims it 

will enhance the Park's beauty. A Frequently Asked Questions section 

explains that the work will be insured, that Gunnersbury staff will have a 

maintenance manual so they can look after it, and an unspecified cash 

sum would cover the cost of repairs. While the June briefing suggested 

that it would last for 25 years, the website thinks it would be acces-

sioned into the Museum collection which suggests permanence. It is 

worth completing the comments form on the same web page if you wish 

to register your views. 
 

 

RESTRUCTURING THE GOVERNANCE OF GUNNERSBURY 
 

As part of the regeneration 

project at Gunnersbury the 

Heritage Lottery Fund required 

a new form of governance 

which separated the estate and 

the Museum from direct local 

authority control.  

   An external consultant 

advised that the best solution 

was a Community Interest 

Company (a CIC) and a parallel 

but unconnected trust to raise 

charitable funding.  

  The Friends commented that 

successful transfers of local 

authority services of this kind to 

new, independent management 

bodies usually had a charitable 

trust as the parent body with a 

subsidiary trading company. 

Our advice was ignored. 

   It soon became clear that the 

form of governance adopted 

was not working effectively so, 

after a long period of legal 

advice and careful planning, a 
revised structure was intro-

duced in January. Now the 

Development Trust is the 

parent body and the CIC is its 

subsidiary.  

   This is an important and 

pleasing move but so far there 

has been no open-ness about 

the activities of the new board. 
 

The board of trustees was, however, announced online: 
 

●Professor James Knowles, chair, who became Vice-Chancellor of 
Southampton Solent University at the same time as taking on this role.  

A specialist in Renaissance literature, he was previously a senior 

manager at Royal Holloway College 

●Rebecca Ball is a project manager for the Natural History Museum, 
responsible for project managing the Dippy the Dinosaur Tour 

●Hiren Dhimar is a Deputy Director (Programme Delivery) for the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport. He worked on the 2022 

Commonwealth Games in Birmingham 

●Joanna McKelvey is Head of Procurement & Contract Management 
for the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew 

●Stephanie Dominy works at Snyk Limited, she is an experienced 
legal and business leader who has built effective and diverse teams. 

●Cllr Yvonne Johnson is a Labour councillor for South Acton and 
served for many years on Gunnersbury's joint management committees 

●Cllr Salman Shaheen is a Labour councillor and Cabinet Member 

for Parking, Parks & Leisure on Hounslow Council 
Two people are legacy trustees from the original trust: 

●Howard Simmons chaired the Trust before the change in govern-

ance. His work in the private, public and voluntary sectors have included 
grass roots community work, strategic management and Board roles 

●Kevin Mahoney is a chartered Surveyor with over 30 years exper-

ience of commercial development and asset management across Europe. 
Two trustees were formerly directors of the CIC:  

●Sacha Rathore is a Public Health Officer for Hounslow Council 

●Ian Hutchinson is a senior director with extensive strategic and 

operational experience in all aspects of media 
 

The new Chairman promised in January to meet the Friends Committee 

but made no attempt to set this up till June and we still have not booked 
a date. We remain disappointed that the Friends have no role on the 

new board though they had two observers on the earlier Joint Commit-

tee. Val Bott, Newsletter Editor, was a founding trustee but had to step 

down as part of the re-structuring of the governance. 
 

 

CAR PARKING 
There have been some changes, 

and both car parks are now 

open to all. Charges apply all  

 
 

the time, including bank holidays; visitors can pay via RingGo or by card 

at the machines. Both car parks have designated free bays for blue badge 

holders and the main car park has an electric vehicle charging point. 



SUPPORT FOR RESTORING THE STABLES & ORANGERY 
 

The Friends were set up in 1981when the local authority owners 

regarded The Stables as beyond repair and planned to hand them to 

an office developer! It is remarkable that they still stand and funds 

from Historic England and National Highways have now made them 

weather-tight. A draft Expression of Interest document has been 

prepared by freelance heritage consultant, Paul Jardine, whose 

earlier advice on Gunnersbury has been very effective. This first step 

in obtaining a Heritage Grant from the National Lottery Heritage 

Fund for the Stables awaits editing after a pre-application meeting 

with Lottery officers and will probably be submitted in September.     

   Approval of the EOI would make possible a bid for development 

funding, then for a delivery grant. The Friends have provided the 

sum of £10,000 to support the Heritage Grant application for about 

£3.8 million, leaving the sum of £3.4 million to raise over the next 

two to three years. If all went smoothly, the project could open in 

2025-6, the centenary of the opening of the public park. 

   The project will be run by a partnership of the local authorities, 

the Friends and the Gunnersbury Trust. The restored Stables would 

become an innovative Collections Hub, housing museum collections 

currently stored off-site (including the transport collection), the 

local studies and archives holdings of LBs Hounslow and Ealing and 

the Thomas Layton Trust's books, maps and prints, with conserv-  
 

ation studios and study space. This 

would save the current expense of 

off-site storage, open the buildings 

to visitors and offer the great 

benefit of housing all resources for 

local history in one location. 

   The Friends are also supporting 

the preparation of applications for 

planning consent and listed building 

consent for extending the west side 

of The Orangery as originally pro-

posed 10 years or so ago. It would 

have better commercial prospects  

with a water supply, catering, stor-

age space and toilets.  

   Our funding of £15,000 (about 

50% of the cost) is conditional upon 

the future focus including commun-

ity uses and our having a role on the 

steering group. Things have so far 

moved very slowly but we hope to 

report progress soon.  

 

SUMMER EVENTS & NOISE  

The Park hosted 5 days of Zippo's Circus, a two-day Refugee Week 

event and open-air performances from Quantum Theatre on the 

lawns. More events are to come. In June your Chairman and Editor 

joined an online briefing about the early July Soho House festival and 

also heard presentations at the Chiswick Area Forum on the whole 

summer programme from David Bowler (CEO, Gunnersbury 

Development Trust) and Steven Maunders (one of Hounslow's 

Regulatory Officers). We are very pleased to report that the 

Gunnersbury events licence has been replaced with a new one after 

a review. Temporary toilets will be installed near Acton Town 

Station, numbers attending will be smaller than before and noise will 

be carefully managed. Someone has finally listened!  

   At our request a summary of the noise consultant's report was 

posted on the Gunnersbury website, though the technical language 

is practically unintelligible! However, bespoke noise monitoring 

plans for each event will define stage locations, and adjustments will 

be made for atmospheric conditions. Offsite noise must be no more 

than 73 decibels in a 5 minute period instead of 75 decibels over 15 

minutes. To simplify matters, there will be a single phone number 

for reporting noise nuisance during all events: 020 781 0001. 
 

Festival Republic Concert Series, Old Cricket Pitch 
Once again, Festival Republic will bring a series of concerts of mixed 

music genres to attract wide audiences, with food stalls and bars. 

The capacity will be 25,000. The hire period will be 31 July to 30 

August, with the events on 11, 12, 13, 17 and 20 August. 
 

Waterworks & DnB AllStars Festival, Old Cricket Pitch 
This group is also returning to Gunnersbury. The hire period will be 

4 to 23 September with performances on 16 and 17th. Their crowd 

capacity is 15,000. 

 

THE PARK 
 

Community Choice 
Planting hedgerows to create new 

habitats won the public vote for 

spending some of the 2022 events 

income. In late January members of 

the public helped with the planting. 
 

Rose basket beds 
Capel Manor College students  

created planting designs for the rose 

basket beds. Friends committee 

members helped choose those 

which have been implemented. 
 

The state of the sports pitches 
Regular Park users have expressed 

their concern about the serious 

water-logging of the field. At the 

consultation meeting we were told 

that measures were being put in 

place to mitigate potential damage 

to the wet ground as big events 

came in. However, David Bowler 

revealed that Ealing officers cut the 

planned drainage scheme for the 

field to save money during the 

regeneration works.  

   In our opinion installing costly 

pitches with no drainage is close to 

maladministration. 



THE MUSEUM 
During the last year the Museum team have been extraordinarily successful at obtaining project funding to 

support their work. Writing the applications requires creativity and can be time consuming but it works! 
 

Windrush Day, 2023 
Funding from the Dept for 

Levelling Up to mark the 75th 

anniversary of the Windrush, 

has supported the exhibition 

Jigsaw Heritage, now open and 

continuing until 22 December. 

   Through her multimedia 

textile collection Jaixia Blue 

explores her relationship with 

her grandmother who is 

battling dementia and Parkin-

son’s disease Her grandma 

journeyed at 21 from Jamaica 

to London toward the end of 

the Windrush period. Her 

fragmented memories and 

surviving hand written mus-

ings inspired the artist to 

embark on her own journey 

to piece together the jigsaw 

puzzle of her dual British and 
Caribbean heritage. 
 

Collections online 
The Museum's extensive 

collection is in the process of 

being digitised. Over 1100 

items have been uploaded on 

to the website. Many items 

have come from the Roy 

Gough photographic archive 

and include film stars and film 

making at Ealing Studios. 

   As you can imagine, with 

tens of thousands of objects in 

the collection the process of 

putting them onto the site is 

going to take time, but it is 

worth returning from time to 

time to explore and see what 

else has been added. 
 

Set to Stun sci-fi exhibition 
Supported by the Art Fund, he 

Museum's first crowd-funding 

appeal has been trying to raise 

£15,000 by 27 July. This is for 
a major exhibition about 

designing and filming science 

fiction in West London. We 

have our fingers crossed that 

it succeeds!   

Temples of industry 
This project relating to local industry is funded by a Historic England grant 

from their Everyday Heritage scheme. The Museum is collecting 

memories and objects, to use first in an online exhibition on the 

Gunnersbury website this autumn. It aims to add some new acquisitions 

and loans to the Industry Gallery early in 2024 and eventually to put on 

an exhibition in the Museum. 

   A team of seven volunteer researchers was recruited. Working with 

Ishwari Giga, the Collections Assistant, they have completed their initial 

desk-based research. They visited four London archives: Ealing Local 

History Centre, Hounslow Local Studies and Archives and the London 

Metropolitan Archives. One volunteer went with Ishwari Giga to the 

University of Warwick to see trade union archives; there they found  

important material relating to firms' imposition of worker colour bars in 

our area. 

  Two training sessions, led by oral historian Sarah Lowry, were held for 

the volunteers. Barbara Humphries, who wrote her PhD thesis on 

factories and labour movements in West London, has agreed to be 

interviewed and nine former workers have recorded their memories. 

Some interviewees have also shared personal memorabilia from their 

working lives to be scanned or photographed. The daughter of a local 

woman who worked at Trico was keen for her mother to be 
represented. She has donated items which relate to her late mother's 

time with the firm. 

   Sally Groves was a key figure in the extremely important women’s 

equal pay strike at Trico, and author of Trico: a history to remember.  
She visited the museum in May with other women workers involved in 

the strike. They recorded their stories and shared personal archives  

from that time. 

   A Digital Engagement Producer, Oliver Walton, has now joined the  

staff team and work has begun on planning the online exhibition and the 

social media content to promote it. Working with Brentford-based 

Protégé (a youth arts charity) they will also create a short film. 
 

Country Houses, Jewish Homes  

This outdoor exhibition near the Round Pond ran until late June. It 

explored how Jews who arrived in Britain fought for the right to acquire 

land and the political rights and social status that came with it.  It posed  

such questions as what a home like Gunnersbury meant for a family of 

European Jewish immigrants like the Rothschilds and considered what 

Jews who bought country houses brought to those places which they 

came to call home. 

   From the early struggles for religious equality in Georgian Britain to the 

tragedy of the Holocaust and the rise of modern political anti-semitism, 

the exhibition revealed a story of prejudice and integration, of difference 

and belonging, illuminating what it means to be British, and the changing 

place of both Jews and the country house in British life. 

  One of our long-standing members, Leslie Sommer, was impressed. He 

wrote "I want to congratulate the Museum on the excellent exhibition 

Country Houses, Jewish Homes. I found it informative and enjoyable with 

both the script and the photographs being of high quality, Well done to all 

concerned for an exhibition which I hope is the forerunner of many". 



STAFF CHANGES 
 

Dr Tom Crowley  

Tom has been looking after general curatorial matters while Julia 

Tubman is on maternity leave. He has also been given responsibility for 

developing the Museum’s exhibition programme. We asked him to tell 

us a little about himself. He writes: 

"Over the past ten years I’ve worked in curatorial positions at the 

Horniman Museum and Gardens and at the University of Cambridge’s 

Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. I’ve also researched and 

published as an academic at the University's Heritage Research Centre, 

which is where I undertook my PhD. As my practice has developed I’ve 

combined my practical experience and research interests to specialise 

in interactive displays, co-curation methodologies, and audience 

development.   

   The first exhibitions which I instigated opened recently: the artist 

Jaixia Blue’s multimedia installation Jigsaw Heritage, and Writing the 
Wrongs, a display co-curated with Beverley Mason of the Friends of 

the Huntley Archives which is accompanied by a beautiful catalogue.  

My next challenge is the biggest exhibition Gunnersbury has hosted 

since its refurbishment, Set to Stun: designing and filming science  

 

 
                              Tom Crowley 
 

fiction in West London. That’s 

due to open on 19 October 
   My long-term goal is to create 

a buzz around Gunnersbury 

through the exhibition 

programme and to increase 

visitor diversity and numbers". 
 

 

Spencer Lewis 

Congratulating Spencer on his recent promotion to Park Manager, we 

asked him to write about himself. He began in Chris Ellis' small gardens 

team after the Park restoration was completed in 2018. He writes:  
 

"Gunnersbury Park got under my skin 8 years ago when I volunteered 

in the community garden whilst doing my RHS course at Capel Manor 

College. I got to see at first hand the positive effect that opening up 

green spaces and facilitating community groups can have. It has been an 

amazing journey since then and I have had the privilege of meeting and 

getting to know the people behind the scenes at Gunnersbury who 

make it happen. 

   The impact we can have with employees, volunteers and Friends 

working together is important for our local community. I am thrilled to 

have been appointed to the post of Park Manager and am looking 

forward to playing my part in the continuing Gunnersbury Park story". 
 

 

 

 
                     Spencer Lewis 

  
 

 

Advertising for new staff for the Trust 

Recruitment advertisements on the visitgunnersbury.org website show 

some changes taking place. Most recently they advertised for a Head of 

Estates and Major Projects, a new role in the senior management team 

at the Trust.  

   The advertisement underlined the fact that the post-holder would 

take responsibility for significant day-to-day and planned maintenance 

issues across the estate as well as the potential regeneration projects 

to be developed and delivered as part of a long term aim to complete 

the restoration of the estate. 
 

Book-keeper – current vacancy 
This new role in the small finance team at the Trust will support the 

Finance Manager and Business Support Officer. It is a 3 day a week 6-

month contract. The closing date is 31 July, and full details are online at 

https://www.visitgunnersbury.org/about-us/work-with-us/ 

 

THE CAFÉ 
Though work began on the steel 

frame for the replacement café 

work ground to a halt some 

months ago. At first it seemed 

that the problem was due to the 

difficulty of obtaining supplies of 

construction materials.  

   However, it now appears that 

the contractor has gone out of 

business. Materials shortages 

plague other London projects 
and the process of procuring a 

new contractor has proved very 

difficult. It is unlikely now to re-

open until 2024. 



EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

We are planning an event for Friends, in person in the Museum, for a September evening. 

Members will be notified when we have a firm date for this chance to meet after so long. Our 

aim is to celebrate the completion of the conservation of the gilt frame for the Four Seasons 
ceiling painting, which we funded, with a speaker from Plowden & Smith who did the work. 

We also hope to hear something about the business of conservation of the Museum's 

collections, embracing preventative conservation through careful handling, packing and 

storage as well as the practical treatment of artefacts. This is a topical issue because the 

restored Stables will offer high quality collections storage as well as conservation studios.  
 

 

Events at Gunnersbury 
Introducing the museum 

Free volunteer-led tours to 

reveal the Museum, its people, 

and its fascinating collections.  

No booking required 2-3pm, on  

30 July, 6 and 27 August and 10 

and 24 September. 

Family activities, for children aged 5 to 12 years.  

These activities are not for large groups of children, say, from a 

children’s centre or holiday club. whose organisers should make 

separate arrangements with the Museum. Children £5 each, adults free 

(max 2 adults per child), book online.  
 

Victorian Outdoor Games, 1 & 15 August,  

'Nanny Helga' will help participants to find out how children played 

outside in the time of the Rothschilds. She will provide fun in the park 

Victorian style with toys like hoops, marbles, yo-yos and cups and balls, 

as well as skipping, rhyming games, hopscotch, skittles and croquet.  

Sessions 11.30am to 12.30, 2.00 to 3.30pm 
 

Princess Amelia's Summer Party, 8 & 22 August 

Gunnersbury's famous royal resident, daughter of King George II, will be 

having one of her famous summer parties. Participants will help her to 

get ready, finding out about 18th century fashion. Amelia will treat 

everyone to a sweet refreshment and promises there will be dancing! 

Sessions 11am to 12.15pm or 2 to 3.15pm 
 

 

Colourful Head-dresses,  

29 August, 11am to 3pm. 

Creating head-dresses to cele-

brate the flamboyant style of 

Queen's lead singer and one 

time Feltham resident, Freddie 

Mercury. Inspired by the People 

and Places Gallery. Free family 

activity, children must be 

accompanied by an adult. Free 

but suggested donation of £2 

per child is welcome. No need 

to book but as the event is first 

come, first served so you may 

have to wait to join the activity. 

 

Stitch, Knit and Craft, 4 & 18 August, 15 & 29 September 

The Museum runs a friendly textile group – participants can bring a 

project to work on, learn from others, and have a natter over a cuppa. 

£2, includes refreshments. No booking required, 10.30am to 12.30pm.  
 

 

VENUE HIRE 
Don't forget that Gunnersbury 

offers some stunning places for 

parties and celebrations. You 

can hire the Rothschild rooms, 

the Temple or the Orangery 

and the photos online showing  
 

 
these spaces dressed for events are very seductive. Gunnersbury works 

with three preferred caterers who know the buildings. Plainer rooms in 

the Large Mansion can also be hired for meetings and outdoor events 

are welcomed. Gunnersbury has been used a number of times as a TV 

and filming location and the large area by the main car park can be used 

as a film unit base. https://www.visitgunnersbury.org/venue-hire/ 

 

NEXT ISSUE 
We will assemble the next 

Newsletter in November. Your 

comments, contributions, news, 

images and ideas are always 

welcome. Please send them to 

The Editor at 25 Hartington 

Road W4 3TL or email them to 

info@gunnersburyfriends.org 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The membership year runs from 1 April to 31 March. If you do not pay 

by standing order and have not recently sent a subscription for 2023-24 

you will find a renewal form in this mailing. Or pay using the online form 

(eligible for Gift Aid) at gunnersburyfriends.org/friends/join-the-friends, 

by cheque or standing order. If you wish to pay by standing order, 

please mark the form accordingly and return it so that we know what 

you have done! Send to The Membership Secretary, The Manor House, 

Ampney St Peter, Cirencester GL7 5SH.               
 

The Friends of Gunnersbury Park & Museum is a Registered Charity no 286310 


