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Dear Leo Hall 

 

P/2020/3080: Putt in the Park application for Bowling Green & Pavilion 

 

The Friends of Gunnersbury Park and Museum wish to record their opposition to 

this planning application. 

 

The first planning application was refused. A second application went in with very 

little change, and we recorded our opposition to that application, noting that it had 

not made a satisfactory response to the reason for its original refusal. The decision 

on that application was deferred. We are now responding to this third application, 

which is substantially unchanged from the first two, but with the addition of details 

about proposed alterations to the landscape of the site. 

 

We understand that comments made to previous applications are not taken into 

account on subsequent ones. As we are not sure if this will be the case on this 

application, we intend to make a full response as if it were a new application, 

referring to our earlier comments in an appendix to this letter. 

 

1) We agree with the reason given for the decision to reject, and have 

found no evidence in the second or even this third application to show 

that efforts have been made to retain the building and the site as a 

community asset. 

 

After the January planning meeting which decided to defer, the CIC set up a process 

whereby potential users could register their interest in Putt in the Park (PITP), and  
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at the same time enter a competition to win a free game, a meal and a bottle of 

wine. The terms and conditions of the competition show it was being run by the 

CIC. As this was posted on the official Visit Gunnersbury web-site in support, we 

thought it was possible that the CIC thought this was a sufficient effort to show 

community support, and alerted the Planning Officer. Members of the CIC Board of 

Directors should know that this approach is not an acceptable substitute for the 

processes required in LB Hounslow’s policy. This same approach is being used to 

support PITP’s appeal to the Planning Inspectorate for the comparable site on 

Clapham Common 

 

2) There are substantial errors in the Heritage Statement, dated 26 

February 2020, which undervalue the green and the pavilion together. 

 

Paragraph 2.5 states: It is not considered that the current building makes a positive 
impact upon the character of the Conservation Area.  We would suggest that its 
contribution is neutral. 
 

Paragraph 3.2 states: the Gunnersbury Park Conservation Management Plan appears 
silent on the Bowls Pavilion 
 

The CMP is a large document and perhaps the author of the Heritage Statement 

Robert Beeby, merely searched on the word “bowls”. Had he searched on the word 

“bowling” he would have found these texts: 

 

In the section Understanding Gunnersbury Park there is a sub-section named 

Landscape Description. Paragraph 2.6 reads: 

 

Overlying the historic features which relate to the private ownership of the 
landscape are those which have been created as part of its history as a public open 
space. Some of these, such as the bowling greens, rockeries, tennis courts and 
playground, are distinct features in their own right. 
 

In the Analysis of Character Area 5 the Bowls Pavilion and Green is described as a 

key feature. 
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In the chapter on Significance, in the discussion on communal value (5.6), the CMP 

says: 

  

The Park provides many communal facilities including a museum, café, bowling 
green, pitch and putt, playing fields and a children’s play area. A new sports complex 
is also under construction in the western side of the park. These facilities draw 
different user groups together strengthening community ties. The communal value 
of the Park both historically and in the present day is considered to be high. 
 

The only place where the CMP refers to the bowling green as an item of low 

significance is in the section (5.8.2) which summarised the discussion about the Main 

Historic Landscape Features and Planting. In the context of the Summary of 

Landscape Significance, it states:  

 

Items of Low (historic) significance include municipal elements of the Park including 
the bowling green and tennis courts. 
 

We would argue that the Conservation Management Plan recognised the bowling 

pavilion and green as distinct features in their own right, part of the important 

municipal adaptation of the estate over 90 year to provide communal facilities, and a 

key feature of the park. The municipal adaptation of the Park is a stage in the 

development of the landscape in its own right, and will in time be valued as part of 

the historic landscape. 

 

3) We are pleased that the landscaping of the green has been included 

in the planning process, because up to now the scale of the proposal and 

the impact on the park has been underestimated. 

 

There is no Method Statement included in the application, but we have had sight of 

the one submitted to LB Lambeth by Putt in the Park to convert the comparable site 

at Clapham Common. That site is two greens and a larger pavilion, so to apply to 

Gunnersbury we have halved the quantities and time. Therefore, we might expect 

work to last for 14 weeks, requiring 85 deliveries, of which 33 would be of stone, 3 

of rocks, 3 of ready-mix, and the rest of block paving, railway sleepers, sand, grit and  
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aggregate, artificial grass, plastic turf, pipes and membranes, woodchip and assorted 

builders’ materials. Also required will be a fork lift truck, a skip and a delivery point. 

 

This establishes that installing Putt in the Park is a major construction – despite the 

similarity in the name, it is not, as some have mistakenly thought, a pitch and putt 

green, on the existing grass, with a few holes and flags. Nor is it a replacement for 

the pitch and putt green which was removed as part of the regeneration project. 

 

This is the least ecologically acceptable, most environmentally unsustainable 

intrusion into the landscape of any park. Gunnersbury is a Listed Park in a 

Conservation Area and deserves a high level of protection. 

 

The restoration of the historic landscape and the fantastic work since done by the 

Head Gardener, Chris Ellis, and the gardening team has improved Gunnersbury 

immeasurably. It has won the Green Flag Award twice and it is now a commonplace 

for visitors to the park to praise the improvements. 

 

On the other hand, Putt in the Park layouts are a visual shambles, as the designers 

try to jam 15 holes into the space, with a large patio of picnic tables with umbrellas 

and awnings to maximise the catering, in an artificial landscape of plastic grass, 

wooden walls, scattered rocks and trivial water features. The Friends successfully 

moderated the intrusive original design of the Sports Hub by arguing for the 

replacement of the proposed heavy black cladding of the upper floors with a less 

dominant green. Putt in the Park are proposing a similarly intrusive design as the 

first major element of the park which visitors will see once they have parked or 

entered on foot. We contend that visitors have come to experience grass, trees and 

the open air, not plastic grass and high-priced privatised recreation. 

 

Two issues we raised in response to the earlier applications were that: 

 

1 Although it was small when it was faced with the demand to accept a full 

repairing lease, the Bowls Club was not a long-term failure (which has been shown 

by its survival and revival since the closure of the green). The aims and objectives of 

the CIC are to help to support such community-based sports. 
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Since the Planning Committee meeting which decided to defer, the Club has been 

reconstituted and its members have been pressing the CIC for permission to 

maintain the neglected green while the planning issue is being resolved. This offer 

has been consistently rejected. It would be outrageous if this “neglect”, caused by 

exclusion, was presented as evidence that the site had been significantly under-used 

in recent months. 

 

2 Since our earlier response, Historic England has sponsored the work to 

extend the Gunnersbury Master Plan for a further 20 years. The consultants’ report 

shows that there are significant difficulties with parking, access and the shape of the 

Park’s paths and roadways, and some very complicated and hard decisions will have 

to be made. While the elements of the Master Plan are being refined following 

public consultation, everyone involved will require the maximum flexibility to make 

good solutions possible. This is the worst time to be making a major investment in 

digging up the existing landscape and filling the space with hardcore and concrete. 

 

Current patterns of use have already emerged as a major issue, together with 

ameliorating congestion and enabling visitors to make full use of the park. This is 

especially important in the area around the car park. 

 

The PITP application explicitly emphasises that they are a fair weather attraction 

with increased footfall in the summer, which could compound existing problems. It 

is widely accepted that the park has no difficulty in attracting visitors on sunny, 

summer days. A more important task is attracting visitors in all weathers and all year 

round. Putt in the Park is not able to do this. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

  
 

Val Bott (Hon Secretary) 

 

NB Appendix sent as a separate document 


